APPENDIX IIT

The Horse’s Mouth: Juan de Fuca speaks
Courtesy of

Purchas’ His Pilgrimes



Hakluyt Posthumus

Or
Purchas his Pilgrims

By
Samuel Purchas, B.D.
1625

Samuel Purchas was a delightful gentleman and scholar who in pursuit of
the northwest and other passages secured a pastoral stipend to keep bodies
(his, his wife’s and numerous children’s) and souls together while he
compiled twenty volumes (over 4,000 pages) of Hakluyt’s vast collection of
early explorations.

Consumed by this mammoth literary adventure, Purchas had little time to
proof read (notice the capricious dating in Juan de Fuca’s story), fortunate,
perhaps, otherwise he (Purchas) may have himself noticed that Thomas
Cavendish, a relative of his first wife, owed Juan de Fuca 60,000 ducats.
But his Sunday sermon was due . . . and de Fuca escaped oblivion.



Michael Lok

. . was Consul in Aleppo, Syria and without him, Juan de Fuca may not have been
buried at all, certainly, if buried, without recognition. Appendix III, ridiculed by many,
was thoughtfully scanned by others, like Samuel Purchas, who exhumed him for the
world to read in 1625.

Michael Lok was also consumed by the search for the Northwest Passage and had
invested in enough expeditions to incur financial ruin. While he ruminated from his cell
on Fleet Street, his fifteen children crawled about the London streets for food. Yet when
his fortunes reversed again, he was ready to resume his financial search for the Strait of
Anian by taking out his “purse” to finance Juan de Fuca’s trip to England there to meet
Queen Elizabeth.

Suleiman the Magnificent died in 1566, King Philip in 1598 and Queen Elizabeth in 1603
while Juan de Fuca may have preceded her or was still recovering on his couch.

But very much alive in 1788 was Charles William Barkley who rounding the corner of
Tatoosh Island in Washington State on his ship, rode into the controversial “strait” and
brought Juan de Fuca out of the pages of Hakluyt into maritime fame.



jFE[ost historians’ articles are anchored in Juan de Fuca’s account dictated in Italian and
Spanish to Michael Lok and John Douglas in Venice. It was 1596.

Most controversy spills out in the descriptions of the strait itself and the directions of
various channels.

Perched in the crow’s nest the perspective four hundred years later may be improved.
Alleged errors previously may be due, in part, to:

- The English presses to which Samuel Purchas obligingly agrees, and

- The linguistic mutations which have been shown in the content of this
study, and continue here.

Following are some of the alleged inconsistencies:

- Juan de Fuca erred in calculating the latitude by 60 miles.
the strait entrance situated at 48 degrees, 23 North rather than
between 47 and 48 degrees specified in the report.

What is not specified is this area’s lack of sun and intensity of

winds, two factors making an exact latitude reading difficult.

Juan de Fuca implies that the season was fall or winter (the Indians were
wearing skins and that he returned s#i// in the year 1592).

- The mouth of the strait reckoned at 30-40 leagues (90 to 120 miles):

Width in Italianis  Larghezza
Length is Lunghezza

It is the length of the strait from its mouth, Tatoosh Island to the town
of Pt. Townsend, Washington that is between 30-40 leagues.

- A “longer” sea to the south was specified:

Broad in Italian is Largo
Long Lungo

A “longer” sea to the south does exist extending
approximately 110 miles from Pt. Townsend via Puget Sound to
the capitol city of Washington State, Olympia.



- Landmarks: The pinnacle referenced in the report exists also: a
spire 187 feet high (below Cape Flattery).

- Natural resources: Although early explorers found it necessary to
verbally decorate their reports with jewels (so they would be read), it is
necessary to adorn this summary with the fact that 30 — 40 miles west
of the strait at Monte Cristo “the Bureau of Mines in 1983 estimated
the area might hold more than 50 million tons of ore containing gold,
silver, copper, lead and zinc.” (The Seattle Times/Post Intelligencer
Sunday edition, February 7, 1993).

In addition, in 1858, there was a gold rush at the Fraser River, Canada.
And in 1898, another gold rush in Alaska.

- Finally, “diverse islands,” — hundreds from which to choose.

The view from the crow’s nest might be more vivid were one to have a look at the
original Italian or Spanish documents. Juan de Fuca had his own quite objective view,
wishing to return to the site to “more perfectly” assess the possibility of attaining the
dream of having discovered the Strait of Anian.

But Michael Lok’s “purse would not stretch so wide at that time,” and we find that Juan
de Fuca, thanks to Captain Charles William Barkley in 1787, must be content with a
name more familiar to himself, the Strait of Juan de Fuca.



The Account of Michael Lok
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